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persecute. But paganism as a background to the historical
mission of Rome and her emperors had an altogether different
power. For this paganism the most religious emperors might
one day strike a blow,
VI.   '%U4TTUOR PRINCIPES MUNDP
Armed with the strength of the two new Caesars Diocletian
could face with confidence the trials that yet awaited him. The
problem for the moment was that of Carausius in Britain. A
Menapian of the lowest birth1, but of an ability and energy quite
above the average, he had won distinction in the wars with
Bagaudae and Franks in 2,86 (see p. 327) and had been appointed
by Maximian to command the Channel fleet and clear the seas of
the Prankish and Saxon pirates. Suspected of being less anxious
to check the pirates than to relieve them of their plunder and to
convert it to his own uses, he was sentenced to death by his
master, but, receiving timely warning, revolted together with his
fleet and maintained a hold on the north coasts of Gaul, while
the island of Britain hastened to welcome him as a deliverer (late
286  or early 287)2. Maximian was still on the Lower Rhine in
287  to 288, and, by April 21, 289, was in readiness to deliver a
decisive blow against the  'arch-pirate/   But the attack Was
launched in vain on an admiral 'perfectly skilled in the art of
war/  Carausius seems to have gained a decisive victory at sea,
But he aspired to something more than a precarious independence
as a rebel.   He offered and obtained peace and celebrated a
triumph, greater than any success of his arms, by striking coins
for 'Carausius and his brothers/ Diocletian and Maximian3, As
a token of reconciliation he abandoned his first irregular coinage
on the model of the Gallic Empire and struck the base billon
xx. i piece like the rest of the Empire. Aurelius Victor tells
us that he was permitted to rule Britain, because he seemed fit
to deal with the warlike nations that threatened the island4.
The peace, however, though loyally celebrated by Carausius with
British issues for his colleagues, was not acknowledged on the
coins of any Imperial mint. The Empire was only biding its
time. In 293 Constantius set to work and blockaded Gesoriacum
(Boulogne) by a great mole drawn across its harbour, Carausius
1  But cf. E. Janssen in Latomo$> i, 1937, pp. 269^., who makes him
a native of Britain.
2  Aurelius Victor^ Caff, xxxix, 19 sqq.*, Eutropius rx, 21; Oroeius ra,
25,6.                                          a See Volume of Plates, T, 240, &
4 Aurelius Victor, Cats, xxxix, 39 sqq.